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THE PARABLE OF THE TARES 
By JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
Radio Sermon No. 366 February 1, 1959 
A few weeks ago a friend of mine was killed while traveling in 
his car down a four-lane divided highway. A drunken motorist crossed 
the dividing strip in the middle of the road and hit my friend 's car 
head-on . He was killed instantly. When an incident like this occurs, 
we are prone to ask, Why did God let it happen? 
There is the fact of sin, of evil desires, of temptations on every 
hand. Lives are blighted, the conscience is burdened, both the innocent 
and the guilty are made to suffer. Why? Surely God is stronger than 
evil. If He loves us and is concerned about us why doesn't He remove 
all evil from the world and set us free? Why does He tolerate sin? 
At times those who believe in God have been perplexed by the 
fact that this world is so far from a condition of unmingled good .. Is it 
not God's world? He could not sow bad seed . Whence then the tares? 
Sometimes this has pressed very heavily on the faith of men. It seems 
unbelievable that the field of God should not produce a crop that is 
one hundred per cent good. 
We believe that God created the world, and created it for a 
purpose, and originated whatever was needful for the accomplishment 
of thJs purpose. Whatever has proceeded from Him can have been only 
good. No tares can have escaped His hand . And yet, look at the result. 
How difficult in some parts of the field to see any fruit of God's 
sowing; how mixed everywhere is the evidence that this is God's field. 
Has God mistaken the capabilities of His field, or does He not care 
to develop them? Oh does He like this mingled crop? Does He not 
sympathize with His servants when they grieve over this sad waste? 
Are violence and lust, disease and wretchedness matters of indifference 
to God? What do we see in this world? Centuries of folly, passion, toil, 
and anguish ; countries desolated by the vices of their inhabitants; 
diseases which the most skillful cannot cure , nor the most callous view 
without a shudder; sorrow and sin more bitter, more cruel, more 
appalling than any disease . Well may we ask , "Sir, didst thou no t sow 
good seed in thy field? From whence then hath it tares?" 
In facing the problem of evil in the world, Jesus gave us a par able. 
A Galilean farmer, after having fenced and ploughed and cleaned his 
field, plants his crop . With anxiety, but in hope the seed is committed 
to the ground. It was "good seed" that he cast among the clods, and 
when his work was done he went home at sunset with limb s somewhat 
weary, but a heart full of hope. But the next portion of the picture is 
of a dark and dismal hue. When the farmer and his family , innocent 
and unsuspicious, are fast asleep, a neighbor, too full of envy for 
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enjoying rest, stalks forth into the same field under cover of night, and 
with labor scatters something broadcast over its surface . He is secretly 
sowing tares, with the malicious design of damaging or destroying the 
wheat. As soon as the deed of darkness is done, he creep s stealthily 
back to )lis own bed, and in the morning, when he meets his fellowmen, 
does his best to put on the air of an innocent man. 
In this portion of the parable Christ warns His servants against 
expecting to see in this world that unmixedly good condition of society 
which will at length be brought about in the world to come. And the 
explanation of this disappointing state of matt ers is given in the 
words, "An enemy hath ' done this." The evil in this world did not come 
from God, but from the enemy of our souls. Christ said, in His 
explanation .of the parable ; that the enemy who sowed the tares is the 
devil. 
In the parable we read that when the servants discovered the tares 
growing with the wheat they asked their master, "Wilt thou then that 
we go and gather them up?" Their first thought was to root out the 
tares, but their master replied, "Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, 
ye root up also the wheat with them ." It is almost impossible to pull 
up a single weed by the roots without pulling up wheat growing next 
to it. The roots of the tares and wheat become so intertwined that it 
is impossible to separate them . 
This is a striking representation of what happens when injury is 
inflicted on any member of society. You cannot injure one man , and one 
only. In him you strike his children, his friends, his followers if he be 
a man of influence. No man is so forlorn that none will be made 
lonelier · by his death , or be embittered or saddened by his misfortune. 
We live for the most part in little circles, bound one to the other by 
indissoluble relationships, nurtured from one soil, and matured by 
common inte 'rests and feelings. And these circles are not separate from 
one another, but some member of your circle belongs also to another, 
and so the whole world is linked together, and you cannot put forth 
your hand and strike any man whose pain shall not be felt by others, 
nor destroy him without injuring all who are attached to him. And of 
those who are attached to him, are you sure there is none who belongs 
to the kingdom? For, that a man is evil himself, is no proof that all his 
connections are evil. 
As the servants of the Palestinean farmer were anxious to destroy 
the no:ii:ious tares, the servants of Christ are sometimes tempted to root 
out the spiritual tares of this world. On one occ asion, when Christ 
endeavored to pass through a village of the Samaritans, and they would 
not permit Him to do .so, two of His disciples said , "Lord, wilt thou that 
we . command a .fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, 
even as Elias did.'' But the Bible says Christ rebuked them, saying, 
"Ye ·-lmow not what manner of spirit ye are of. For the Son of man is 
not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them" (Luke 9: 54-56). 
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We can understand why the Lord's servants would be tempted to 
destroy the wicked when we look among the tares of the field and find 
so many that are so poisonous , so vicious, so deadly that they lie in wait 
to murder our holiest interests; when we watch the parents' infinite 
patience and labor to rear their son, and fit him to fulfill their high 
hopes for him, and then see the accursed saloonkeeper stand by to wreck 
him before he has fairly set sail upon the sea of life; when we see the 
thief that steals our hard earned bread, the liar that blackens our 
reputation and defeats our chances, the libertine that forever destroys 
the virtue of the beautiful and innocent, the covetous that take bread 
from the hungry and crying orphans, the selfish that make a highwa~ 
over the rights of others, the blind guides that lead souls astray; when 
we see men whose evil snatches the blood from the cheek, and hope 
from the heart; that lure the bark past the harbor, and that spread 
eternal shadows over all that is bright and fair; we say, when we see 
all this, that "the blind wild beast of FORCE stirs within us to strike." 
But the parable of the tares states God's will regarding such 
persons. We are forbidden to use force in combating evil. We have a 
right to destroy the seed that makes the tares, but not the tares. We 
have a right to kill the germ, but not the patient. "Let both grow 
together until the harvest" is the Jaw of our Master . 
The Lord does not say in the parable that there is no distinction 
between good and bad men , but He enjoins upon Christians the 
necessity of refraining from the use of force in destroying sinners . It 
was essential to the scheme of redemption that the victory over evil 
should be a moral triumph, not one obtained by the putting forth of 
superior strength. 
A second reason for our not uprooting the tares in the world is, 
our own unworthiness. If the unrighteous were to be uprooted, could . 
any of us hope to be spared? When we consider the light that has : 
shone, not once but often on our . path, and when we remember how, 
not once but often, we have quenched the light, can we be sure that 
we are "children of light'' and not children of darkness? 
A third reason for our not exe cutin g the "children of the wicked 
one" is that they may, through ·faith, repentance and baptism, become 
"children of the kingdom." In the literal field, the tares cannot become 
wheat. If they are once tares they are always tares. But in the field of 
the world, the tares often become wheat . We never can know when 
the line where the tares cannot become wheat is reached. Such is the 
wonderful transforming power of the Word that it may engender new 
life; beget a new nature. If any man is in Christ, he is a new creature . 
Heaven puts on a celebration when the prodigal returns, and God 
sends the rain upon the sinner 's field, if perchance by overpowering 
goodness He may save the soul. 
There are several lessons we can learn from the parable of the 
tares. In the first place the parable suggests that there will always be 
a mixture of evil and good in this world. The tares will be removed 
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one day, but not yet. Jesus foresaw exactly how it would be. He sowed 
good seed, but He knew that tares -would come up with the wheat. And 
He prepared us to expect it. 
A second lesson we learn from this parable is that one of the 
great objects of Satan is to mix evil with good-to sow tares among 
the wheat. His grand aim is to spoil the work of Christ. Does he see 
brethren living in unity? He sows the seed of discord among them. 
He breaks up their unity, and causes divisions. Or, does he know that 
the work of grace is prospering in a Christian's heart? He is sure to 
have. some crafty device to check it, and if we are not on our guard, 
he will do so. Be not surprised then, if even among the people of God 
Satan sows his tares. Let us be prejared for it, and say, "An enemy 
hath done this." 
The third lesson this parable teaches is that wheat and tares are 
very similar in appearance but that they are radically different in their 
roots and in the fruit they bear. The tares of Palestine have long nar-
row leaves and upright stalk, and are indeed in all respects so like 
the wheat, that even an experienced eye cannot distinguish the two 
plants until they are in ear. The distinction then is manifest, and any-
one may observe it. The grains of the tares (or darnel) are not so 
heavy as the wheat, and not so compactly set upon the stalk. They 
are poisonous, their specific effect both in man and beast being nausea 
and giddiness. Due to their similarity to wheat, tares have been called 
"false wheat." 
From the similarity between wheat and tares the Lord teaches 
that in this world there are many points of similarity between His 
disciples and men of the world . If we merely look at appearances we 
are likely to think that there is not much to choose between the wheat 
and the tares. We see in · some Christians, especially those who have 
not exercised themselves in godliness, evil tempers, a revengeful, tyran-
nical, ungenerous spirit; we detect bitterness and meanness in them 
sometimes sensuality, and a keen eye for worldly advantage. Then w~ 
see in some non-christians a devoted spirit, unselfishness, kindness and 
wisdom . All of these good and bad characteristics in both the tares 
and the wheat, and this may cause the tares to think that they are 
as good as the wheat. But consider this parable of our Lord, which most 
frankly admits that at present, so far as things have yet grown, there 
may be no very marked difference between the children of the kingdom 
and others, but at the same time emphatically declares that the root 
is diff~re~t, and that, therefore, the life is really of a different quality, 
and will m the long run be recognized as different. The question is, 
what is your root? What is it that is producing the actual life you are 
making, and the actual character you are developing? What is the 
motive power? Is it mere desire for human approval, or craving for a 
good position among men? Is it respect for your own good name? Or 
are you a child of the kingdom? Is your conduct being more and more 
animated and regulated, and is your character being more and more 
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formed by the belief that God calls you to live for Him and for ·eternity? 
Do you like this world better than the one in which you can have a 
hope of spiritual joys, of true fellowship with God, and holiness of 
heart? Can you be sure that you are rooted in Christ, and that you 
grow out of Him? Remember, it is the root from which you live that 
will eventually show itself in you, and determine your eternal destiny. 
A fourth lesson we learn from the parable of the tares is, that we 
should not be lulled into a sense of false security by the fact that the 
tares and wheat are not treated differently at present. Men reason that 
they get on well enough now, and that the future will take care of 
itself. But this is to brush aside all that we are told of the connection 
of the present with the future. This state bears to a coming world the 
relation which seed-time bears to harvest. No violence will be done to 
you at present to convince you that you are useless to God. No judg-
ment will be declared, perhaps no punishment will be inflicted now, 
for in this life we are left to choose freely and without compulsion , 
whether we desire to be in God's kingdom or not. But this argues 
nothing regarding the lot of the tares in the world to come. An Old 
Testament prophet said that, "Because sentence against an evil work 
is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of man is fully 
set in them to do evil'' (Ecclesiastes 8:11). Jesus spoke the parable of 
the tares as a warning to man that this divine sentence will not be 
deferred forever . 
A fifth lesson in this parable is the divine warning against persecu-
tion. The church has no right to take upon herself the task of violently 
overthrowing infidels and ' heretics. And yet, some professed followers ot 
Christ have, again and again, in the very face of this parable, taken 
unto themselves the accomplishment of this task Their reasoning has 
been this: We are Christ 's, these men are Satan's, let us destroy them. 
But all such attempts have most disastrously hindered the growth of 
true Christianity . The would-be servants of the Lord have wrought a 
more frightful desolation and barrenness in the field than anything 
which could have resulted from the existence of the tares. 
The history of men who have over-ridden this parable, and executed 
jud gment, shows us ' that man is wholly unfitted for such a task. 
Mahommedanism tried to the full. The Arabian nation for centries had 
been like a people in deep sleep. They were but wandering dreamers, 
living in tents, and · pit ching these tents from place to place where 
grass and water were to be found. Ambition had never stirred their 
bosoms. Mahomet seemed to be the greatest dream of them all. But all 
at once he awoke; he gathered around him a few wild sons of the desert, 
and persuaded them that he had had a vision and call from heaven; 
that God had anointed him as a prophet. They adopted a plan; they 
whetted their swords, and gave each man the choice of becoming a 
follower of Mahomet, or of dying. He promised each of his followers 
the spoils of victory. With death as their chief ally they started out 
to make every man either a follower of the Faithful, or to kill him 
as a heretic; to exterminate the tares. 
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Mahomet declared that it was the will of God that the new faith 
,should be spread by the sword . He persuaded his followers that it was 
glorious to die fighting those who would not believe. The success of 
his enterprise is the wonder of the early ages. With fire and sword 
he swung his ever-increasing armies northw ard and southward until 
he formed a cres cent from the strait of Bosporus back around to the 
Rock of Gibraltar. He swore to exterminate Christianity. At one time 
they seemed about ready to make good the threat. They conquered 
Spain, and held the power of these who claimed to be Christians like 
a merciless beast. But God intervened, and raised up Charles Martel 
who, with his mottled hosts, met the Arabs on the field of Tours, and 
there, after one of the most bloody conflicts in history, inflicted upon 
the Mahommedans utter ruin of their hopes. The Mahommedan broke 
the parable of the tares, and made himself the executioner of those he 
judged to be sinners, but his judgment has been the mistake of the ages . 
But , be it said with sorrow, Mahommedanism is not the only power 
that has ridden over the teaching of this parable. Romanism tried it 
in the name of the Christ who gave the par able. By the end of the 
eleventh century, it had kings as vassals at its feet. Every man was in 
reach of its sword. Such was the Golden Age of Romanism but the 
Midnight Age of man. It organized the Inquisition; It invent~d instru-
ments of torture; it sent out its secret agents to weigh words and 
actions; it placed its poison, it planted is traps, it laid its lines , it 
buried its bombs, it dug its pits to catch and kill those whom it judged 
to be heretics . Scholars say th at seventy -five million who protested its 
plans are today sleeping bene ath the dust of the earth as victims of 
its mistaken course . It broke the parable of the tares, and what a 
breaking! 
So then we have the voice of revelation warning us against be-
coming executioners of sinners, and we have the experiences of the 
ages to show that this divine prohibition is wise and just . 
Few words of Scripture are more plain, and yet few have been more 
grievously misunderstood and wrested than the parable of the tares. 
In His explanation of the parable, the Lord says , "The field is the 
world," but many of the interpreters say, "The field is the church ," 
~n~ they conclude th at the parable forbids chur ch discipline, but nothing 
It Is further from the truth. Bible scholars say, "This parable, it is true, 
is not the guide for the action of the rulers of the Church towards 
its members; but, indirectly, a warning aga inst hasty action is given 
to those in authority" (The Parables of Our Lord by Marcus Dods, p. 36). 
William Arnot says, "The parable condemns persecution, but it seems 
not to bear upon discipline at all. In its secondary sense, or by impli-
cation, it protects the wicked from any attempt on the part of the 
Church to cast them out of the world by violence; but it does not, in 
any form or measure, vindicate a place for the impure within the com-
munion of the Church of Christ. Arguments against the exclusion of 
unworthy members, founded on this parable, are nothing else than 
THE PARABLE OF THE TARES Page 9 
perversions of Scripture. Elsewhere Christians ·may clearly read their 
duty in regard to any brother who walks disorderly" (The Parables of 
Our Lord by William Arnot, p. 93). 
But some may ask , "Since the Lord will not permit us to pull up 
the tares in the world, why doesn't He do so, and thus free us of all 
evil?" Perhaps the Lord does not destroy evil because we have brought 
it upon ourselves, and since it is here He has overruled it to our good. 
James S. Stewart quotes a story of a woman who has met sudden 
sorrow. "I wish I'd never been made!" she exclaims bitterly. To which 
her friend quietly replies, "My dear, you're not made yet. You're only 
being made-and this is the Maker's process." Every great painting 
has in it shadow as well as light and so does every great life. 
"As you look back over your own life, ask yourself what experiences 
have . blessed and taught you the most. What would you name first? 
Some picnic? Some light, car efree hour? No, you would list some sorrow 
or dis appointment, some difficulty or frustrated hope, some dream that 
flickered and died or some hurt that has left a permanent mark upon 
your heart. The most creative force in this world is evil. 
"Evil built our hospitals, our schools. . . . The pain of sickness, 
the blight of ignorance and the burden of sin have been creative 
forces. Because of the pain of walking, we created a way to ride. 
Because of the suffering that a bitter cold winter can bring, we 
created a way to heat our houses. Nearly every good we have has 
come as the result of some evil" (When the Heart is Hungry, by Charles 
L. Allen, p. 152). 
Instead of pulling out the tares, a purely negative method, Jesus 
concentrated on the wheat. He would encoura ge and sustain the best 
within us and our world until we had fulfilled the remedy of Paul, 
"Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good" (Rom ans 
12:21). Jesus said, "In the world ye shall have tribulation : but be 
of good cheer; I have overcome the world" (John 16:33). Instead of 
removing the evil, God does something better . He helps us to over-
come it . 
We must remember the difference in what God allows and what 
God intends. He allows sin, but He does not intend it. It has been 
well stated that "the capacity for sin and the capacity for communion 
with God are the same capacity." The freedom to choose evil and the 
freedom to choose God is the same freedom. For God to take all the 
evil out of the world would leave us spineless, jelly-fish creatures. But 
to give us the power to overcome evil through the cultivation of the 
good makes us like Him who is our God. 
Today is the day of man's freedom. From the time that he first 
opens his eyes upon the world, until the day he wraps the shroud 
around him he is free , except as other men may entangle him in 
bondage. He can live like hermit or king; he can cast his lot with 
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the sons of the Most High and become a worker in the vineyard of 
the Lord, or he can join the robber band; he can lay his life upon 
the altar of good or he can enter the holy place and desecrate its 
sacred shrine; and for all this God will scarcely lay a hand upon him. 
But let the sin chooser beware, for his day is set . 
The harvest time is coming; the judgment is nearer at each sun-
set . Its scope is awful. Not a sparrow falls except He notes it · not 
an idle word is uttered but He enters it upon the judgment rec~rds · 
even the hairs of the head are numbered. Power cannot esc ape it; 
money cannot bribe it; wisdom cannot evade it; slaves . and kings 
alike must appear on that day. Jesus says, "As therefore the tares are 
gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world . 
The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather 
out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; 
And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and 
gn a shing of teeth" (Matthew 13: 40-42). 
Only let a man accept the account here given of the end of the 
tares, and he will have very little desire to anticipate or hasten that 
end. When God says , "Vengeance is mine, I will repay," we may rest 
assured that the darkest injustice and wrong-doing will be adequately 
repaid. 
In view of the Great Harvest, when the angels will be the reapers, 
we call upon all who may be classed as tares to become wheat. This 
you can do by listening to the voice of the Lord, believing His word, 
~epenting of your sins , confessing His name before man, and being 
immersed in water unto the forgiveness of your iniquities. Will you 
submit to the Lord's will and become a new creature today? 
WHY WORRY? 
By JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
Radio Sermon No. 367 February 8, 1959 
A few months ago my eyes fell upon an article in a superb little 
magazine, entitled, Christian Woman ·· a mag azine my wife reads 
regularly. The article bore the title: Worry - Private Enemy Number 
One. The author of this essay wrote, "Whatever keeps me from being 
my very best self is my enemy .. . . my number one enemy." 
The writer continued, "With some of us it is an outside influence 
that keeps us from being all that we can be. But with many more of us 
it is an inside ingluence th at keeps us from being the radiantly happy 
people God expects us to be'' (Christian Woman, Aug . 1958, p. 2) . 
This article was written for Christian women, but it is good for 
both sexes. It cont ains truth which we sorely need . 
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Millions of people are beset by worry which is responsible for more 
ca sualties and greater suff ering th an almost any other scourge. It will 
undermine our he alth, mak e our life miserable and shorten it by years. 
Worry never robs tomorrow of its sorrow-It only robs today of its 
strength. 
Do you know th at more than half of all the hospital beds in the 
United States ar e fill ed with people who have no organic illness? Do 
you know what put mo st of them in the hospital? Worry! Sometimes 
the worr y stems from fear , guilt or anxi ety complexes, but basically 
the trouble is just pl ain worry -- a mental a ttitude that eats into the 
physi ca l health of the body and desroys it. 
Docto r s warn of its dangers, and recently our psychologists have 
joined this choru s of condemn ation . They say there is a hint that 
worry may cause tooth decay . In a report from Chicago, they say, "The 
th eory has been unfolded re cently that prolonged and intense stress 
t end s to ca use dama ge in body tissue, including the tissue of the teeth" 
(Fort Worth Star Telegram, Mar . 14, 1955). 
For ages people have been saying, "She's worrying herself sick," 
and "H e's worrying himself to death," without realizing how much 
truth they are expressing . Yes, you can worry yourself sick. You can 
even worry your self to death! 
But why should you? The Lord ha s provided the highway of 
holiness and happiness for you to travel. It is the high road of faith 
in God, and of ·obedience to His will. No man err by taking this road, 
and to all who are in it, the Lord says, "In nothing be anxious; but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ 
Jesus" (Philippians 4: 6,7J. In this Scripture, our Lord says, "Worry 
not. Tell me your troubles, for I am the God who loves you." 
Perhaps the folly of worry can be seen by this old jingle: 
The worry cow might have lived till now , 
If she'd only saved her breath. 
But she feared the hay wouldn't last all day, 
So she choked herself to death . 
But despite its folly -· and the Lord's pleading - we continue to 
worry. If we are not under a pall with reference to some illness we 
might have ten years hen ce, we are concerned about our food, clothing 
and shelter for next week. Have we forgotten the reassuring words of 
David, who said in the long ago, "I have been young, and now am old; 
yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread"? 
(Psalms 37 : 25). Have we overlooked the admonition of our Saviour 
who said to His disciples, "Be not anxious for your life, what ye shall 
eat; nor yet for your body, what ye stall put on. For the life is more 
than the food, and the body than the raiment. Consider the ravens, 
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that they sow not, neither reap; which have no store-chamber nor 
barn ; and God feedeth them: of how much more vaule are ye than the 
birds! . . . Consider the lilies, how they grow: they toil not, neither do 
they spin; yet I say unto you, Even Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. But if God doth so clothe the grass in the 
field, which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven; how much 
more shall he clothe you, O ye , of little faith?" (Luke 12: 22-24, 27 ,28) . 
Why do we fret and worry with God's bounty at our disposal? 
Elizabeth Cheney rebukes us admirably in her poem on worry. The 
poem reads: 
Said the robin to the sparrow; 
"I should really like to know 
Why these anxious human beings 
Rush about and worry so ." 
Said the sparrow to the robin: 
"Friend, I think that it must be 
That they have no heavenly Father 
Such as cares for you and me." 
(From Verses I like, by Major Edward Bowes; Doubleday & Co., Garden 
City, N. Y.) 
Our psychologists tell us that forty per cent of our worries involve 
things that never happen. Why, then , should we let baseless fear 
conquer us? The Lord knows that despite our best efforts, we will have 
some fears, but let us overcome them. Let us stand with the Psalmist 
of Israel, who said to the Lord, "What time I am afraid, I will trust in 
thee" (Psalms 56: 3). Let us be faithful disciples of Christ , and then we 
can heed His admonition: "Let not your heart be troubled, neither let 
it be afraid" (John 14: 27). 
The baseless nature of worry is brought out in another jingle 
whi ch may be quite familiar to you. It reads: 
Worry is an old man 
With bended head , 
Carryin g a load of feathers 
Which he thinks are lead. 
In the light of this truth, let us "wise up" to the futility of fear, 
and let us scale the challenging heights that confront us . Let us know 
that we can do "all things through Christ who strengtheneth us" 
(Philippians 4:13). 
Worry, in the final analysis , is a form of atheism , a denial of the 
human need of God. It is like saying: "I shall never get the better of 
this, for there is no God to help me." The good Lord in His daily 
conversations was always warning His listeners against this particular 
lack of faith. On one occasion, after enumerating the various worries 
about the future with which men and women harass their minds, He 
said, "Take therefore no thought for the morrow." 
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Is it unreasonabl e to believe that the God who made us knew the 
damage that would be done to us by worry, and consequently gave us 
through His word strong reasons to cast our burdens upon Him? 
Are you robbing yourself of the happiness that comes only when 
your heart is set on God? Are you denying yourself the peace of mind 
and soul that comes from believeing that He loves you, cares for you 
and knows all about your problems? Qr, are you living life to its joyful 
heights by knowing whom you have believed and being persuaded, 
like P a'ul, that He is able to bless and keep you? 
Perhaps you are saying, "Of course worry is harmful but what can 
I do about it? How can I overcome it?" In the first place, we suggest that 
you realize that worry lies in the mind, and that it is curable. By 
learning to control our processes of thought we can put worry in its 
proper place and make the world we live in cheerful instead of gloomy. 
In an effort to achieve this control, the first popular fallacy of 
which we must rid ourselves is that worry is a peculiarity of the weak, 
the failures . On the contrary, as a doctor expresses it, "Worry may be 
a sign of potential strength, proof that a man cares about life and 
wants to make something worthwhile of his career. Men who have 
achieved the greatest heights, whose names are immortal, have been 
instinctive worriers. Yet they have nearly always had to contend , at 
some stages of their lives, with mental strain, and have taught them-
selves to overcome it" (A. J. Cronin, in Readers Digest, May, 1954). 
Charles Spurgeon, famous 19th-century English preacher, says that 
when he was first obliged to speak in public he worried for weeks 
beforehand, even to the extent of hoping he would break a leg before 
the fateful occasion. The result was that when he entered the pulpit he 
was so exhausted by worry and tension th.i,t he made a poor showing. 
Then one day Spurgeon faced -up to the situation. "What is the worst 
thing that can happen to me during my sermon?" he asked himself . 
Whatever it might be, he decided, it would not bring the world to an 
end . He had been magnifying a personal problem into a world-shaking 
dis aster. When he saw his worry in its true light, he found that he 
spoke much better, simply because he had not distracted his mind 
with empty fears. He ultimately became the outstanding preacher of 
his time. 
We should look on worry as a manifestation of nervous drive and 
therefore a potential source of good. But for it to be good, it must not 
be excessive for "worry is like sand in an oyster; a little produces 
a pearl, while too much kills the oyster." For it to be good, it must not . 
exceed the point of serious concern, and it must drive our energies : 
into productive channels. Otherwise it will cause us to exhaust our 
energies fruitlessly on unreal problems. This is the point at which 
it becomes sinful. 
It might help us to overcome worry if we would make a list of 
the corroding cares that beset us. When they are down on paper we 
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realize how many of them are vague , -indefinite and futile. If we study 
our worries, and see them in their proper perspective, most of them 
will be eliminated. We will see that what we dread, rarely comes to 
pas s. 
Financial worries constitute a considerable part of all human 
anxieti es, and we believe there is only one way to solve them-provided 
we are alre ady using our resources to the best advantage. That is to 
apply Thoreau 's famous exhortation: "Simplify, simplify." Thoreau 
found that by cutting down his needs to a minimum he was able to 
enjoy life to the full, undistracted by carking cares. With Socrates, 
who had applied the same remedy two thousand years earlier, Thoreau 
could exult : "How many things I can do without!'' All of us who live 
on moderate incomes must simplify our needs of we shall be burdened 
with fin ancial anxieties, brought on by our efforts to satisfy superfluous 
desires. 
One of the finest antidotes to worry is work. Lawrence of Arabia 
was one of the most brilliant men of action this century has produced. 
His mother has described how, after his failure at the Peace Conference 
to fulfill his promises to the Arabs, he would sit entire mornings in 
the same position, without moving and with the same blank expression 
on his face . Worry over his defeat transformed him from a man of 
action into a brooding, lifeless shadow. His eventual self-cure was 
achieved by translating this wasting energy into creative effort. He set 
out to write The Seven Pillars of Wisdom, a masterpiece that changed 
the course of history. 
"It is not work that kills men," wrote Henry Ward Beecher. "It is 
worry. Work is healthy; you can hardly put more upon a man than he 
can bear. Worry is rust upon the blade." A distinguished actor, now 
over seventy, gives as his prescription for a long and happy life: Keep 
busy. He says, "I go along getting the most out of life on a day-to-day 
basis . . . I figure if a person does his work well and extracts all he 
can from the present he'll have a happy life." 
An unknown author has emphasized the value of work as a means of 
overcoming worry in a short poem. He wrote: 
It's not the work, but _the worry 
That makes the world grow old, 
That shortens the years of many 
Before half their life is told. 
It's not the work, but the worry 
That places on life a ban, 
The care and fear that crowd the years 
These break the heart of man. 
(From Verses I Like, by Major Edward Bowes, p. 153; Doubleday & Co., 
Garden City, N. Y. ) 
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One man sug gested a rath er unique way of overcoming our worry. 
His advice was that we : "Junk it." He said, "Junk something every day. 
Junk your worries, junk your fears, junk your anxieties; junk your 
jealousies, envi es, and hatreds. Whatever interferes with your getting 
alon g in the world, junk it. Every night before you go to sleep , put 
in th e junk heap all your disappointments, all your grudges, your 
re ven ges , your fears, your malice-junk everything that is hindering 
you from being a fine Christian. The trouble with most of us is that 
we haven 't any junk he ap of this sort. We pull all our mental enemies, 
all our handicaps, our discoura gements, our losses , our misfortunes, 
our troubles, worries and trials along with us. That eats up more than 
fifty percent of our vit ality and energy so that we have only the 
smaller amount left for the Lord's work ." 
One of the best ways of conquering this distressing weakness 
called worry is to turn our thoughts toward others. The Lord says, 
"Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ'' 
(Galatians 6:2) . Self-pity is the root of many of our worries. An 
outstanding doctor relates an incident that proves the truth of this 
statement. He says, "When I was practicing medicine in London one 
of my patients, a young married woman, was stricken with infantile 
paralysis. She was sent to a good hospital, where it soon became 
apparent that she was responding to treatment and would eventually 
recover ." "Some weeks lat er," the docter adds, "I received a visit from 
her husband. In a state of intense nervous upset , he complained of 
sleeplessness and inability to concentrate ." "After a checkup," the 
doctor stated, "I found nothing whatever the matter with him. But 
when I suggested that he get back to his job he turned on me furiously. 
'My wife is seriously ill . And you expect me to go on as though nothing 
had happened. Haven't you any feeling for me?' " The basic cause of 
this young man's worry was self-pity, masquerading as concern for 
his wife. 
In the world today there are several very practical books on "how 
to stop worrying," but none of them contains advice as sound as that 
of the sweet singer of Israel w.hen he said, "My heart is fixed, 0 God, 
my heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise" (Psalms 57: 7). In some 
of today's books one finds expressions such as "Let go and let God,'' 
and "Change what you can in life that needs changing and accept what 
you cannot change." These are worthy suggestions, but in them the 
child of God cannot find the comfort that is found in "The Lord is 
my sh epherd," "Fret not thyself because of evil-doers," "If God be for 
us, who can be against us?" or "Cast all your care upon him, for he 
careth for you.'' 
The very best remedy for worry is faith in God. The Bible says, 
"Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding" (Proverbs 3: 5). Let us look to Him from whom "Every 
good gift and every perfect gift cometh" -- to Him who can make "all 
things work together for good." 
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A few years ago my wife and I were house-hunting in a city of 
eastern Tennessee. After some time we found an upstairs apartment that 
was quite to our liking, except for the fact that it was an upstairs 
apartment. The lady downstairs showed it to us. She had, she said, 
lived in this apartment for a few months, before she and her family 
had moved downstairs. 
"One thing I really loved about the kitchen is the view from the 
window, " she said as she led us toward it. "See there? On a clear day 
you can see the mountains - and I used to stand right here and watch 
the mountains." 
I looked out the window. The apartment building was higher than 
the other structures in the vicinity, and when I followed her gaze I 
saw the most unlovely assortment of dirty roof tops, clotheslines, open 
garbage cans, and unkept back yards that I've seen in a long while. 
But, looking farther, above all the rubble, away in the distance 
beyond the tallest trees, I caught a glimpse of blue mountains. There 
they were, clearly visible on a smog -free day, the faraway symbol of 
freedom and open country to the rare individual who had the time and 
the desire to look at them. 
Many times since that day I have thought about the lady and her 
view of the mountains. The experience has taught me a lesson . It has 
helped me to look beyond the roof tops and the garbage cans to the 
mountains beyoud. It has caused me to ask myself if I am overlooking 
the great things of life. The petty cares, anxieties, annoyances, are so 
_near and so many. Am I neglecting the great things because of the 
clutter and mad rush of modern living? 
Things happen so fast these days. We fly from one appointment to 
another, to this committee and that social, and we never have an 
evening to relax at home. A person makes an annoying remark and we 
are upset for a week, never taking time to analyze the reasons behind 
the supposed insult. We see nothing but garbage cans and we worry 
ourselves into a dreadful state over things that really do not matter 
in the least. How much better to look up, and raise our souls above the 
rush and hurry and disturbances and see the mountains! They are 
there, in any experience, if we will look for them : the mountains of 
faith, of hope, and brotherly love, that can never be removed. The 
mountains of God. 
David felt that way about the mountains when he wrote, "I will 
lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help 
cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth. . . . Behold, he 
that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep" (Psalms 121: 1,2,4). 
_David had the right spirit. His vision did not stop at the garbage cans; 
he looked toward the hills and received his strength from God. 
Not many persons in history have been so gossiped about, so 
maligned, hunted, chased, or threatened · as was David. King Saul tried 
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for years to do away with him. David was criticized by his wife and 
almost dethroned by his own son, but he could say, through it all, "I 
will lift up mine eyes unto the hills.'' 
Like David, we , too, should cling to the Lord's promises through 
the time of testin g, keeping our eyes fastened on the. hil~s of God 
through all life's experiences. The hard days will be easier if we will 
lay hold upon the strength that the Lord has promised to each of His 
trusting children. Then, like David, we can say, "For ,,he satisfieth ~he 
longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness (Psalms 10.7. 9). 
Will you become a child of .God that you may come under His 
fatherly care? Why should you walk alone when you can have ~uch a 
Companion to walk with you? Why should you be an orphan m the 
world when the heavenly Father offers to adopt you into His family? 
You can become an heir of God through faith in the world's Redeemer, 
repentance from sin's devastation, confession of your love and loyalty 
for Christ as God's Son, and baptism into the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Father waits, the Son waits, the Holy 
Spirit waits, the angels wait-will you become a Christian today? 
TliE MAN GOD CALLED A FOOL 
By JAMES D, WILLEFORD 
Radio Sermon No. 368 February 15, 1959 
How do you listen to a sermon? Does your mind drift · to other 
things, or do you pay close attention to the words of the speaker? How 
will you listen to this message? 
The character of a man is often indicated by the directio~ which 
his thoughts take when he is listening to a sermon. Most of the time the 
speaker is blamed if he cannot hold the attention of his auditors, but 
frequently the fault is in the listener. 
One day in Palestine, while the Lord was discussing such impor-
tant matters as the danger of hypocrisy, the providence of God, and the 
necessity of confessing the Lord's name, a man in His audience said, 
"Teacher bid my brother divide the inheritance with me'' (Luke 12: 
13). This' man's mind was so full of his inheritance that he ?roke rude-
ly upon a serious message to the multitude . But the multitude could 
wait! His earthly inheritance was at stake! 
Asking the Lord to arbitrate his difference W:ith his brother was 
not wrong within itself (I Corinthians 6:1-6), but his request was made 
at an extremely inopportune moment. Why should he make such a re-
quest when the Lord was discussing matters of eterna~ import? His 
appeal proves that he had set his heart upon the obtainmg of earthly 
wealth. 
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How simple and helpless is the man who has allowed wealth to 
become his chief goal! Without · any apprehension of a reproof from 
the Lord, the poor man of our study betrayed all-in the public assem-
bly he unwittingly turned his own heart inside out . Instead of asking 
the Savior, "What must I do to obtain a heavenly inheritance?," he asked 
for help in securing an earthly inheritance . He listened to the sermon 
for the purpose of enlisting the Lord's aid in a business matter. 
His appeal, so inopportunely made, shows incidentally that the 
people had begun to look on Je sus as a prophet and to pay great def-
erence to His word. This man was well aware that Jesus of Nazareth 
could bring no civil constraint to bear upon his brother; it was the 
moral influence of the Savior's word that he counted on as the means 
of accomplishing his purpose: "Master, speak to my brother, that he 
divide the inheritance with me." He had , perhaps, observed an amazing 
effect produced by a word from those meek lips. It is likely that he had 
seen wicked men subdued by it, and heard from others that it had si-
lenced the stormy sea. Perhaps he . had seen its power in healing the 
sick and in raising the dead. And so he conceived the plan of enlisting 
this mysterious and mighty word on his own side of a family quarrel. 
· It seems th at this man was trying to "use" the Lord, much as men 
in prominent positions now are "used'' by individuals who care nothing 
for them, save what they can get by using their names and position. It 
was, therefore, with some degree of severity, that the Lord replied, 
"Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you?" 
There were courts in existence for the settlement of all such dis-
put es, and to them the complainant might apply. The Lord had no juris-
diction in the case . He was not a civil judge, and if He had consented 
to deal with such matters, He would have been setting Himself up as 
a rival of the courts in the land . It was no part of His mission to meddle 
directly with legal or political affairs. His mission was higher than that 
of a petty magistrate. He came for the regeneration of individuals, and 
through that alone did He desire or design to influence the public life 
of the nation. The truth He spoke was designed to modify and change 
the whole framework of society. Therefore, He would be no judge in 
such matters as this man brought before Him. 
The man may have had a just claim against his brother, but the 
Lord replied , in substance, "I have other work to do, than settling mere 
worldly disputes; and there are other matters for you to think of, besiges 
the uncertain possessions of this world." And although the Son of God 
refused this man what he sought, He gave him something much better 
than what he sought; namely, a warning counsel against the sin of 
setting his heart upon wealth. He said , "Take heed, and beware of covet-
ousnes s, for a man's life consisteth not in the abund ance of the things 
which he possesseth" (Luke 12:15). 
This man's request, made at such a time, and in such a manner, 
revealed that he was moved by covetousness, and it was to this evil 
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that the Son of God addressed Himself I 
fective lesson possible against this ·1· t~ order to teach the most ef-
which He said, "The ground of ev1_' . e Lord related a parable, in 
fully: And he thought within ht ce;ftam ~1ch man brought forth plenti-
I have no r h rose ' saymg , What shall I do because 
I will pull ~~:n w m;eb!~n!es:~; :~1!ruits? A~d he said, This ~ill I do: 
all my fruits and my good~. And twillgreat er' and there will I bestow 
much goods laid up for man e . say ~o my soul, Soul, thou hast 
merry. But God said unto hr: ;rs' take th1~e e~se, eat , drink, and be 
required of thee: then whose shallh~: fo~~. this mght _thy soul shall be 
vided?" (Luke 12:16-20). ose mgs be, which thou hast pro-
There are several commendable thin 
the rich man of this parable In th f ' t gs that may be said about 
this is a commendable thing. t e irs place, he was a farmer, and 
ably the most ancient and satis~y:: Pab~ut _any man . Farming is prob-
all t he centuries we have recognized ~: es;10n one can follow. Through 
I know of people who claim to h r ep enden ce upon the farm er. 
sician, or a banker But I h ave no need of a preacher , or a phy-
d · ave never known one to de 1 h' . pen ence of a tiller of the soil If th f c are . 1s mde-
year, all the world would starv~ to d:at~~mers all quit work for one 
There is romance in farmin Th f 
buries his seed with faith that 17re ine tharmer plo_ws the ground and 
the seasons will come and he will th e seed will bur st forth, that 
is close to nature. Nothing is gran~:r ~~ the harves!. On the farm one 
new plowed soil, the fragrance of a I :t such thmgs as the feel of 
white, and the odor or new-mown h::. e ossoms, the call of the bob-
The farmer in this parable can be . 
is nothing in the story to indicate th ~o;:imended for his honesty. There 
The Lord says his ground bro a e eve: defrauded his neighbor. 
its abundance into his lap H~sgh~ ~orth plentifully, The earth emptied 
God on his toils . · nc es came through the blessings of 
is n!h~r::: :a:a~!ot: Jid co~mend:d for. saving what he made . It 
earth, He put a lot of water o H_1mself IS thrifty. When He created the 
kept every drop of it Not n It ~nd through all the centuries He has 
lost. After Jesus fed the m~~:t:;: 1~~f ;::_ ::rtrs ~a~d has ever been 
fragments that no food be wasted: e 1sc1p es gather up the 
It is right for us to have what h . 
saving is right The Lord admon· h we ave made If our motive for 
. h . · is es every man to "labo ki 
wit his hands the thing which is d r, wor ng 
him that needeth" (Ephesians 4·28) g~~ , t~a~ he may have to give to 
motive for saving is wrong, but if w~ lab:.e ta hor to have to ~oard, our 
our motive for saving is commendable. o ave to share with others, 
The rich man of our present t d h 
cause he was a hard worker. Succ:s~ur f:r:il:g br:q~~~~eh:~~d w~!~, ~: 
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we know this man was not lazy . . He was foresighted and practical; he 
had all the marks of a good business man . When his harvests taxed 
the capacity of his barns, he built greater barns. In the realm of finance 
he thought in big terms and moved with sure step . His neighbors greet-
ed him with the defer ence due to the "successful.'' In a modern city 
he might be one of the "key men,'' but Jesus called him a fool! Why? 
Why was he foolish? The Lord teaches that he was simple because 
he ignored his responsibility to God with reference to his possesions. 
He spoke of "my fruits," and "my goods," and the Lord describes him 
as laying up tre asure "for himself.'' But in what sense were they his? 
Could he command the sap in the tree, the fertility in the soil? Were 
sunrise and sunset under his control? Did the growing season return 
at his command? If the rain had been withheld, where then would have 
been his wealth? 
The rich man spoke as if he alone had produced his wealth. He 
gave God no credit whatsoever. "My fruits," "My goods,'' "My barns,'' 
he says . "I shall do this,'' and "I shall do that." My-My-My-I-I-I! 
What folly! He overlooked the fact that "the ground-(the gift of God)-
brought forth plentifully ." The Giver was forgotten in the gift! 
He regarded his crops as exclusively his own . He acted as if he felt 
th at God had no claim to any part of them whatsoever. Far from looking 
upon himself a s God's steward, he took everything for himself. There-
fore he never thought of consulting God about the disposal of his prop-
erty. He asked no advice of anyone-he simply "spake with himself." 
"My goods are my own , I shall do with them as I please"-that was the 
language of his heart. Whereas, if he had been animated by the right 
spirit, he would have said, "My fruits are thine , 0 God: show me what 
thou wouldst have me do with them ." 
But does this man stand alone in his selfishness? Are we not all 
guilty to some extent? How many of us glory in the fact that we are 
"self-made men"? Have we never heard the boast in the mouth of a 
successful merchant, that he is the "architect of his own fortune"? 
And are we not all too prone to take to ourselves the credit for any 
property we have acquired, or for any position of influence we have 
reached? 
Multitudes never pray to God about their business at all. Some may 
pray for prosperity, but when it comes , how few lay their wealth at His 
feet, and ask Him to direct them in disposing of it . Disposing of it! 
Alas, that is the last thing of which they think. Their one aim is to 
keep it, and, if possible to increase it . Accumulation is their great 
ambition, and if they spend at all, they spend on their own indulgence. 
They seldom, if ever, give a thought to the furtherance of those noble 
deeds with which the glory of God and the welfare of men are identified . 
We cry out against trusted officials in business and in government 
who embezzle funds that belong to others, but how many of us rob 
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God, by keeping for ourselves the wealth which He has intrusted to 
us for the welfare of others and for the glory of His name? 
The rich man in the parable of our present study was called a fool 
bec~use he left his fellowman out of his life. He was bereft of any 
f~elmg for those to whom he was indebted. Other men had enriched 
him; for he did not plough, reap, and build barns single-handedly. 
Yet he had no sympathy for others . He was heedless of his comrades 
of earth, even as he was heedless of God. Instead of gratitude his 
su ccess brought pride. Instead of a sense of obligation to his f;llow-
man, he thinks only of his own pleasure and needs. 
In a soliloquy between himself and his soul, the rich man asked 
his soul, "What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow 
my fruits?" A_n he answered , ;'This will I do: I will pull down my 
barns, and build greater: and there will I bestow all my fruits and 
my goods." But a Bible scholar of old gave a much better answer to 
the rich man's question . He replied , "Thou hast barns, - the bosoms 
of the needy, the houses of widows, the mouths of orphans and of 
infants ." These are the true storehouses of surplus wealth. 
. . It is right to provide for those who are dependent upon us, and 
1t 1s prudent to save enough to pay our bills, but after that, our barn 
should be marked. "For Benevolence." That is a barn which is large 
enough for all we can put into it , and rightly bestowed in that barn 
our treasures are where "neither moth nor rust doth corrupt and wher~ 
n_o thieves break through to steal." Benevolence clips th~ wings of 
riches, so th a t they do not fly away; while, at the same time, it sweetens 
the breath of society. It makes the powerful man the protector of the 
weak; the rich man the provider for the poor; the learned man, the 
teacher of the ignorant; and the free man, the emancipator of the 
enslaved. 
By scattering our riches in useful directions, they will be preserved, 
and there are many who, because of financial reverses, can testify that 
~11 they _have left is what they have given to others. The Lord says, 
There 1s that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that 
withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty" (Proverbs 
11:24). 
When God's goodnes ·s was showered upon the rich farmer in such 
abundance, he should have opened his treasures and permitted them 
to flow, for it was to this end that riches were bestowed upon him . 
When ~ain from heaven has filled a basin on the mountain-top, the 
reservoir overflows, and thus sends down a stream to refresh the valley 
below. It is for similar purposes that God in His providence fills the 
cup of those who stand on the high places of the earth - that they 
may distribute their blessings among those who have suffered misfortune. 
The rich man had the choice of laying up treasure upon the earth 
or of providing for himself "a treasure in the heavens which faileth not'; 
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(Luke 12: 33). He chose the first and demonstrated his lack of wisdom . 
How many make the same mistake today! 
The rich farmer was called a fool for another reason . He thought 
his soul could be satisfied on the material things of this life. But the 
soul cannot be satisfied with material things . The soul of man is a 
fathomless reservoir which nothing earthly can fill up. Only God can 
fill it . There was great stupidity in his proposal to lay up in a barn 
the food for his soul. The mere animal life of the body may be supported 
by such goods as this man was about to lay up, but the soul needs 
something better . The Psalmist tells us, that, when the Israelites lusted 
after flesh to eat, "God gave them their request, but sent leann ess into 
their souls,"-words which plainly imply, that, while the body is being 
sustained by material food, the soul may be starving. It was our Lord 
who said that "Man shall not live by bread alone , but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God" (Matthew 4: 4) . 
For us to understand fully the st atement of Christ that "a man's 
life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth," 
we must understand what He means by "a man's life." In the language 
which our Lord spoke there were two words for "life" - one to express 
the life which we live, the other to express that life by which we 
live (See Trench, p. 339) . A man may have his living, the sustenance 
of his animal life, out of his earthly goods, but his life itself cannot 
feed on musty grain. The breath of his nostrils is of God, and not all 
his worldly possessions, be they ever so large, will nourish his spirit . 
Life, in all its breadth and depth of me aning, does not consist in 
possession, but in character, and the true riches are the riches of the 
soul toward God. A man's spiritual life does not depend upon wealth. 
Before God, he is estimated by what he is, r ather than by what he 
possesses. He is rich who has a good consci ence, a will in unison with 
God's and joy in the contemplation of the Lord; while he is poor whose 
soul is burdened with a sense of guilt, whi ch he cannot remove, and 
whose heart is filled with horror and dismay at the prospect of standing 
before Him with whom we have to do. 
The rich man failed to keep a clear space between himself and 
his possessions! But this a man must do. He must be in the material 
world, but not of it. He must say to his possessions: "You are not 
my life. You never can be my life. There is a gulf set between you 
and me." It is evident that such a gulf is there for a man's pos-
sessions cannot so much as answer him. But the rich man thought so 
persistently and with such concentration about his "goods" that the 
necessary line of distinction between him and his was erased. His 
life was lost in his livelihood. The real self of the man was absorbed 
into his possessions. The essential "within" of his nature was swal-
lowed by the world "without.'' 
The rich man was in reality a pauper, for he lost even his physi-
cal life. We are not told that his sudden death came because the grind 
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of getting had sapped his strength, but it is a fair assumption . 
"Many such men do die in what should be the prime of manhood . 
Their friends remark on the mysterious providence which brought them 
to an early grave, when, in fact, there was nothing mysterious about 
it - except the mystery of folly which drives men to burn themselves 
out for things. The minister intoned over their graves, 'forasmuch as it 
hath pleased God' ; but we can be reasonably certain that it did not 
plea se God. They died by their own act . They gave their physical life 
to gain a world" (The Parables of Jesus, by George A. Butterick, p, 131). 
Money is queer stuff . It drains the warm blood out of the being 
and the fragrant dew out of the spirit . It transforms a genial hand -
shake into a cold muscle -bound fist. It puts wrinkles in the face, and 
ties knots in the wrinkles. Did you ever look into the face of an old 
miser? The love of the money he hoarded has etched knotted wrinkles 
in his face. 
But what is true wealth? A conscience void of offence, compas -
sion's springs filled to overflowing, obedience to ideals which brood 
over our mortal journey like a galaxy of stars - the quest for a 
soul washed white, worthier homes, purer lives, a world bathed in 
righteousness - the finding of the Great Companion whose love atones 
for our sins . . . herein is wealth beyond all price, the treasure of the 
world within! 
This was the wealth which a "certain rich man" exchanged for 
barns. He erased the line between the soul and things. In the amassing 
of things he died while he lived, as trees sometimes die - from the 
top downwards. The treasure he could have had within he had de· 
spised, and when he was separated from his treasure without he was 
destitute. 
This is revolutionary teaching, and we do not believe it, except 
in certain moments of piercing insight. If we did believe it, it is 
doubtful if we would have courage to obey; for it would make havoc 
of an age that is cluttered with things. Our standards of success are 
entangled with the lust for gain, but we are not yet ready to abandon 
these standards . We pay Jesus the doubtful compliment of lip-service, 
but by our deeds we exclaim: "What will this babbler say?" And 
yet our "much goods" have not brought peace . An oriental writer says 
of us: "You call your thousand material devices 'labor-saving ma-
chinery,' yet you are forever 'busy.' With the multiplying of your ma-
chin ery you grow increasin gly fatigued , anxious, nervous, dissatisfied. 
Whatever you have, you want more; and wherever you are, you want 
to go somewhere else. You have a machine to dig the raw material 
for you . . . , a machine to manufacture (it) . . . , a machine to 
transport (it) .. . , a machine to sweep and dust, one to carry mes-
sages , one to write, sew, . . . and a hundred others to do a hundred 
other things for you, and still you are the most nervously busy man in 
the world ... Your devices are neither time-saving nor soul-saving 
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machinery. They are so many sharp spurs which urge you on to in-
vent more machinery and to do more business" (Wise Men from the 
East and from the West, by Abraham M. Rihbany, p. 137). 
In the parable of our study, the Lord teaches that we should keep 
possessions subordinate, and not let them become the controlling 
motive of our existence. We must not let the acquirement of wealth 
become the absorbing ambition of our lives. 
Our Lord in this parable draws the curtain back, and lets us look 
into the inner chamber of a man's heart. What we see is not a pretty 
picture. It is an ugly one. We see how entirely one may be drawn 
away from God by feelings of covetousness and worldly-mindedness. 
It was because of his covetousness that God called him a fool. 
A covetous, money-loving spirit grows rapidly once it besets us. 
How wise was the Lord's warning when He said, "Labor not to be 
rich" (Proverbs 23: 4), and "if riches increase , set not your heart 
upon them" Psalms 62:10). Oh, how a grasping spirit cramps and 
chills our love to God! How it weakens our faith, and deadens our 
affections! The craving of wealth is like drinking sea water. The more 
one drinks the more his thirst increases, and he keeps on drinking 
until he perishes. 
The possession of wealth is not wrong within itself, but it is 
the most dangerous thing in life. The Lord says "the prosperity of 
fools shall destroy them" (Proverbs 1: 32). I have read of a preacher who 
called on a member of his congregation, and after the usual salutation 
he said to him, "I underst and that you are in grave danger." The 
man was startled and he asked, "Why, what's wrong?" The preacher 
replied, "I hear you are getting rich.'' And then he added, "Take care 
lest you develop a covetous spirit." 
Wealth sets us in slippery places. A man grows rich, and forth-
with he is thrown off his balance. The world now has many more 
charms for him. He clings to it with eagerness . He has money, but 
he is by no means satisfied with it; he wants more . Perhaps he once 
thought about his soul, but now worldly thoughts crowd out such 
thoughts. Once he felt a delight in heavenly things, but now his mind 
is full of the world, and heaven is thrust aside. 
"But what is covetousness?" you may ask. It is not simply tile 
desire for property, for that is one of the instincts of our nature, and 
the effort to acquire property plays a most important part in the 
education of a person. The desire to possess stimulates frugality, de-
velops forethought, and leads to a respect for the rights of others. The 
desire for property, therefore, with a view to its right and legitimate 
use, is not only not covetousness, but is lawful and right. 
Covetousness is an excessive, overweening desire for something . 
It is the desire of having wealth simply for the sake of having it. 
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It is such a strong desire that it may cause men to be dishonest, or 
to commit outright crimes to fulfill it. 
We usually connect covetousness with the craving for money be-
cause money is so closely identified with our daily lives, and so need-
ful for the supply of our common wants, that the danger is especially 
great with reference to its acquisition. But we may covet any object, 
and God pronounces a man a fool who does it. 
God called the rich farmer a fool for another reason - he thought 
he had a perpetual lease on life. In a dialogue with his soul he said 
"Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years." The Lord had 
said, "Boast not thyself of tomorrow" (Proverbs 27: 1), but this man 
boasted of having "many years." He forgot that the years are in 
God's hand - not man's. 
The rieh man overlooked the fact that God's summons may come to 
us at any moment. He had thought of death being near. He expected to 
"multiply his days as the sand,'' and like the people of Isaiah's day, 
he said, "Tomorrow shall be as this day, and much more abundant" 
(Isaiah 56: 12). He and his soul had agreed that they would have a 
royal time on earth for many years to come. 
But suddeniy, while the rich farmer was laying his plans for the 
future, God breaks in: "Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required 
of thee." The farmer said, "Tomorrow," but God said, "Tonight!" And 
when the decree went forth, all his wealth could not bribe the death-
messenger that came to summon his soul into the presence of God, or 
avail to lengthen his life on earth by a single hour. 
The rich farmer spoke of "my fruits," "my goods," and "my barns," 
but after God required his soul, He asked, "Then whose shall those 
things be, which thou has provided?" When the soul is summoned over 
into eternity, it cannot carry the hoarded treasures with itself, and the 
dead body left behind has no further use for them . So the deserted 
riches must advertise for a new owner. Whose shall they be? 
Whose were they all along? They were God's, and should have 
been used for His work. When David, the king of Israel, brought what 
he had gathered for the building of the temple, and consecrated it all 
to God, and his people willingly followed his example, he said to the 
Lord, "All things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee: 
for we are strangers and sojourners, as were all our fathers; our days 
on the earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding" (I Chronicles 
29: 14,15). Men come and go, but' God is the immortal owner of all 
things, and in giving to Him of our possessions, we but give Him of 
His owri. If there were more awareness of this among us, there would 
be more liberality like that of David, and a better use would be made 
of our earthly goods . 
''""' No man knows the use that may be made of his goods after his 
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departure from this life. As David says of a man, "He heapeth up 
riches, and knoweth not who shall gather them" (Psalms 39:6), and 
Solomon asks of the beneficiary of our estate, "Who knoweth whether 
he shall be a wise man or a fool?" (Ecclesiastes 2:19). If some of the 
wealthy men who have gone from our busy, bustling city, into the 
world beyond, could come back for a momenJ, and see the figliting 
over their fortunes, they would likely wish they had been their own 
executors, and had used their possessions to bless the world and to 
glorify God. 
The Lord applies the moral of this parable to us when He said, 
"So is he that layeth up treasures for himself, .and is not rich toward 
God.'' The soul is placed between self and God, and one or the other 
it must choose. If it chooses self, then the man "layeth up treasure for 
himself," and what the outcome will be we have seen -- the man and 
his treasure come to nothing together. He has linked himself to the 
perishable in his inmost being, and he must perish with it. The very 
enriching of himself outwardly, being made the purpose of his existence, 
is an impoverishing of himself inwardly . Toward himself he is rich, 
but toward God he is poor, for "where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also" (Matthew 6: 21). He that has no love for God, no spiritual 
affections, no sympathies with his brethren , the Lord says, is "wr etched, 
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked," though he himself may 
say, "I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing" 
(Revelation 3: 17). 
We say success is determined by the wealth we accumulate. It 
depends on the wealth in which place, that which we will have for a 
few short years , or that which we shall have forever? The wealth that 
counts is accumulated by a soul which has learned to pray, by a 
conscience that is clear, by a life that is dedicated, by a fellowship 
with Him who owns the land on both sides of the river. This was the 
wealth that the rich farmer swapped for barns! No wonder God called 
him a fool! 
We may all lay up treasure in heaven. We may all grow rich for 
eternity. How-where-is this treasure to be obtained? Christ says, 
"Buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich," This is 
but another way of saying, "Do my will for I am the author of eternal 
salvation unto all them that obey me." "Believe in me, for 'except ye 
believe that I am he, ye shall die in your sins;'" - "Repent of your sins, 
for 'except ye repent, ye shall likewise perish"'; - "Confess me before 
men, for 'whosoever shall confess me before men, him will I confess 
before my Father which is in heaven;"' - "Be baptized, for 'as many 
of you as have been baptized into me have put me on,'" - and then be 
faithful Christians, for 'He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed 
in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of 
life!"' (Hebrews 5:9; John 8:24, Luke 13:3; Matthew 10:32; Galatians 
3:27; Revelation 3:5). 
SHOULD I LEAVE MY FATHER'S RELIGION? Page 29 
If we possess Christ, we possess all. If we can say, "Christ is mine" 
we can say, "Pardon is mine· Peace is mine; Heaven is mine,· God is 
mine; All is mine.'' ' 
To .~he rich man, God said, "This night thy soul shall be required 
of th~e. How would you feel if such a summons were to come to you? 
And it may come. It has come suddenly to many. It may come to you 
~ou may be cal~ed away in all your unreadiness - in the midst of you; 
sm, your unbelief, your love of this world. You have neglected your 
soul, and that soul is req~ired o~ you. You must stand before God just 
as you are, without Christ, without hope, with no preparation for 
heaven. 
If ~n angel were to come, and say to you, "This year thou shalt die," 
would it not startle you? Would it not disturb some of your plans? Even 
a year wou~d seem but a little span. But suppose the messenger were 
to say, "This week, or this night, thy soul shall be required of thee" 
~ould you receive the news calmly and without alarm? Could you sa;, 
~ k_now _whom I have believed," and "for me to live is Christ but to 
die is gain?" ' 
Oh for more readiness -- to be so weaned from things here below .. 
to have such a clear, firm hold of Christ, that death can never come too 
soon, that God's s~~mons can never take us by surprise; but that we 
shall be always wa1tmg for, and even longing for, our call to enter into 
the presence of our Lord! 
SHOULD I LEAVE MY FATHER'S RELIGION? 
By JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
Radio Sermon No. 369 February 22, 1959 
Should I leave my fathr's religion? That depends upon the religion 
~f my father. If he has bowed to the "one God,'' believed in "one Lord " 
llste~ed to t.~e message of "one Spirit," embraced the "one faith:" 
recei,;ed the o,~e baptism,'' been added to the "one body," and clings to 
th~ one hope -- of course I should not leave it. But if he is not 
gmded ~Y th_e _New Testament in all that he does religiously r should 
leave his religion. ' 
Two young ladies of Wisconsin had to answer this question last 
summer .. Th~y heard the gospel, and through it they learned of the 
undenommat10nal . nature of Christianity. It became evident to them 
that they must give up denominationalism with its narrowing names 
and c~eeds .. 1:3ut in giving it up they had to part company with their 
father s rehg10n, and, of course, this was displeasing to their parents. 
What must they do? Remain in the religious communion of their 
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parents, and violate their convictions, or leave their father's relfgion 
and let the Lord add them to the church of the New Testament - the 
only one He ever established? They elected to put the Lord first, and 
give up the beliefs they had inherited. 
Did they do wrong? Certainly not, for Christ said, "He that loveth 
father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and he that loveth 
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me'' (Matthew 10:37). 
If our love for our parents is greater than our respect for the Lord, we 
can never be saved . Christ must be the highest object of the Christian's 
affections, and for this reason , one cannot stay with a religion that is 
contrary to his convictions. 
Christ Himself gave God priority over His earthly parents on 
several different occasions . Onc e, while Joseph and Mary were traveling 
from Jerusalem back to their home at Nazareth, they discovered that 
the boy Jesus was not with th eir company . The Bible says, "And when 
they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem , seeking him. 
And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, 
sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them 
questions. And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding 
and answers. And wh en they saw him, they were amazed : and his 
mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, 
thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. And he said unto them, 
How is it they ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father's business? . . . And he went down with them . . . and was 
subject unto them" (Luke 2: 45-51). 
The Son of God, while a boy in the flesh, was subject to His parents, 
and yet a conflict arose between the sch edule of His earthly parents 
and His heavenly Father. His heavenly Parent wanted Him in Jeru-
salem, while His earthly parents wanted Him in their company as it 
traveled toward home . What must He do? He chose to put God first. 
Another time when Jesus showed the importance 1of serving God 
rather than His own flesh and blood is des cribed within the New 
Testament. Mark says, "There came then his brethren and his mother, 
and standing without, sent unto him, calling him . And the multitude 
sat about him, and th ey said unto him, Behold thy mother and thy 
brethren without seek for thee . And he answered them, saying, Who is 
my mother, or my brethren? And he looked round about on them which 
sat about him, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! For 
whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my 
sister, and mother" (Mark 3: 31-35). 
In teaching the will of God to the people , Christ placed His 
brothers and mother in the back ground. From this example and from 
other Scripture, we learn that we must honor our fathers and mothers, 
and yet our Lord must be honored above all. Surely we must leave our 
father's religion if it conflicts with our eternal welfare. 
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The question of leaving father's religion is one that many of you 
have. had to face in this life. Perhaps you had to face it because you 
married someone whose religious views were different from those of 
your P~rents. Of, maybe you have had to answer this question because 
somethmg you have believed all your life has become error in the light 
of (_}od'~ teaching. Every Hindu who hears and believes the gospel of 
~hnst is fa~ed with this question . Every Mohammedan whose convic-
tion~ lead him away from this inherited religion faces it. So you are 
no~ ~n a class to yourself if you are thinking of leaving your father's 
rehg10n. 
-~hrist knew that His gospel would separate friends, and divide 
~am1hes, not. that H~ designed it for that purpose, but its very nature 
is such that it permits no compromise. It challenges all men, and those 
w~o a~cept the ch_allenge are separated automatically from those who 
reJect it. It was this truth, our Lord had in mind when He said "Think 
not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to sen'd peace, 
but a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance aga inst his father 
and the da~ghter against her mother, and the dau ghter-in-law against 
her mother-in -law. And a man's foes shall be they of his own household" (Matthew 10:34-36). 
Christ recognized the influence of parents over their children. 
t~erefore, He urged His disciples always to put the kingdom of God 
f1_rst. To a man who said, "Lord, I will follow thee; but first let me go 
bid. them far~well, which are at my house,'' Christ replied, "No man, 
h~vmg put his ,~and to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the 
kmg?om o! God (Luke 9:61,62). The Lord must be all to us or He is 
nothmg. His word must be given first place or it can be given no place. 
To accept Christ may mean the loss of your earthly inheritance. It 
could provoke your parents into disowning you. rt might result in the 
loss of your companion's love. Your children could possibly turn their 
backs upon you. Yet Christ remains faithful and true . He promises 
muc_h more th~n the world can ever offer. To those who are forsaken by 
~am1ly ~nd friends because of their attachment to the Lord, He says, 
Ther? 1s no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, 
or children, for the kingdom of God's sake Who shall not receive 
manifol~ more in this present time, and in' the world to come life 
everlastmg" (Luke 18 : 29,30) . 
. One of the grea~est ~en of the New Testament had to wrestle with 
this problem of leavmg his father's religion. We refer to Saul of Tarsus 
o_ne ?,ay the Lord appeared to him, and he heard a voice saying unt~ 
him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And he said Who art thou 
Lord? An? the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou perse~utest . .. . And 
he tr emblmg and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 
And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be 
told thee what thou must do" (Acts 9:4-6). 
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One might think that Saul was in a dilemma about what to do, but 
no! he was ready to obey the Lord. He says that "After the most 
straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee" (Acts 26: 5). He says 
further that he "profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in 
mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of 
my fathers" (Galatians 1:14) . Now he must give that up if he is to be 
a Christian! Did he hesitate? Not for a moment. He says, "But when 
it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called 
me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him 
among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood'' 
(Galatians 1: 15,16). 
He did not ask for parental permission to do God's will. He did 
not consider it a reflection upon his parents for him to walk in the 
brighter light of truth which now shone about him. But many today 
think a man is a turncoat if he leaves his father's religion. Such a step 
is supposed to be a condemnation of his parents. However, this reasoning 
applies only in the field of religion. We think nothing of buying a 
different make of car, even though dad says his model is best. We 
sometimes move from the farm into the city, or from the city onto the 
farm against the will of our parents : We often marry people of other 
races knowing that our parents will not approve, and we also invest in 
certain types of business against our father's will. But woe unto him 
who leaves his father's religion! He has committed the unpardonable 
sin, in the eyes of some. 
But some may ask, "What about the moral man who is not a 
member of any church? What should he leave?" In many cases the 
answer is the same. Leave his father's religion! Many people have had 
parents who were honest and sincere; yet they were never members 
of any church. And now their children are walking in their steps. 
Those children should come to realize that morality alone will not 
save. It is not enough, for the Bible says, "By grace are ye saved through 
faith; and not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest 
any man should boast" (Ephesians 2; 8,9). There were upright, moral 
people before Christ died, but their morality was not sufficient to save 
them. If so, why did God's Son have to shed His blood for the remission 
of sins? 
You may be confused by preachers who tell you that it is not 
necessary for you to be in the church to be saved. But the Bible says 
that salvation is in the church, for Christ · is "the saviour" of it 
(Ephesians 5:23). The church does not save us because it is the saved, 
but we must be in it to be a part. of the saved. Christ gave Himself for 
ihe church (Ephesians 5:25), and we must be in it if we are to be a 
part of His purchased possession. 
The Lord gave us the · example of Co.rnelius as a demonstration of 
the fact that morality alone will not save us. The Bible says he was 
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a devout man, a man who feared God with all his house, a man who 
gave much alms to the people, a man who prayed to God always a man 
w0ho had a good report among all the Jews. Yet he was not sav~d! Did 
Y u. ever .know a better man than this Roman centurion-devout, God-
fearmg, hberal, prayerful, just. of good report? And yet lost! 
This i~ not an idle statement for the Scriptures give the testimony 
of four witnesses who declare that he was lost. The angel said tht> 
apostle Peter would tell him words whereby he and all his house 
should be saved (Acts 11:4). A man who needs saving is unsaved he 
is lost. ' 
The angel informed Cornelius that Peter would tell him something 
that would. save him, and ,acting upon this information, he sent for the 
apostle. E.vidently he believved he was lost, or he would have questioned 
the angel s message. 
" T~e Holy ~pir~~ was aware of Peter's mission, and He bade him go 
doubt~ng,, no!hmg, for, . said He, "I have sent the messengers from 
Cornehus. Smee the Spirit of God knew that Peter's mission was to 
speak words whereby Cornelius should be saved, He knew that this 
good moral man was lost. 
Peter came to Corneli~s willingly, an<1 after he came to his house 
he ~reached remission of sins to him. Why should he preach remissiod 
of sms to a man whos~ sins were already remitted? Peter's trip roves 
that he thought Cornehus was lost. P 
The angel of God said Cornelius was lost. The Holy Spirit said he 
was lost. Peter s~id he was lost. Cornelius believed he was lost. Now , 
who are we to gainsay the testimony of these four Bible witnesses? 
. :My frien.d, will you ma~e a joke of the death of Christ on the cross? 
Will you affirm that He died for nothing? If one can be saved by his 
own goodness and works, the death of our Saviour was useless. 
To Cornelius. an~ his friends who had assembled in his home, the 
a~ostle ~eter said, Whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remis-
s10n of sms. , . . And he commanded them to be baptized in the name 
of the Lord" (Acts 10: 43,48). 
When these people believed and were baptized, the Lord added 
them to the church (See Acts 2:47). But in their acceptance of Christ 
t?ey ?had to leave the Gentile religion of their fathers. Did they d~ 
right. Were they pleasing to God? We all agree that they were right. 
However, someone asks, "Should I leave my church? Should r 
leave my father's religion?" The answer depends upon one thing· Is 
the . c.hurch of which you are a member, and the religion of your father 
defimtely and clearly described within the New Testament? If it i ' 
shoul~. stay with it, but if it is not, you should leave it. Christ w~r~~~ 
that, Every plant which my heavenly Father hath not planted shall 
be rooted up" (Matthew 15:13). In this Scripture, the Lord was speaking 
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of false teaching, the doctrines of men. He said they shall be rooted 
t,p. The only thing that will remain is the plant of God. 
This Scripture teaches that one should leave his religion if the 
heavenly Father has not planted it. The only way we can know what 
the Father has planted is through His word. Can you read in His word 
where He planted or built the church of which you are a member? If 
not, leave it, for God shall root it up. 
We need to know that God planted but one church. To the apostles, 
Christ promised, "I will build my church (singular) : and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it (singular)'' (Matthew 16:18). The 
apostle Paul, who left his father's religion, said, "There is one body ... 
the church" (Ephesians 4: 4, 1: 22,23). 
My friend, we plead with you to become a member of the church 
the Lord planted. We can identify the church of Christ by reading the 
New Testament, and we can become members of it by obeying the New 
Testament. We are commanded by Holy Writ to believe in God 
(Hebrews 11:6), repent of our sins (Luke 13:3), confess our faith in 
Christ (Matthew 10:32), and be baptized in the name of the Lord (Acts 
10:48). Of men in the first century who obeyed these commands, the 
Bible says, "And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be 
saved" (Acts 2:47). He will do the same for men of the twentieth 
century when they obey His will. 
Yes, we should-and we must-leave our father's religion if it be 
not the religion of the Lord Jesus Christ! 
OUT OF THE MAIL BAG 
Highland Church of Christ 
Dear Friends: 
Washington, Indiana 
January 7, 1959 
Enclosed is a little donation for the work of the church, not very 
much but hope it will do some good. 
I received books and thank you very much, was very interested 
in getting that subject straightened out, Revelation 20. Am letting my 
friends read it also. 
Excuse bad writing as I am a little nervous, just got out of hospital 
from operation, and am not feeling the best in the world. Am hoping 
to be better and would like for you to remember me in your prayers. 
Yours in Christ, 
Mrs. Laura Amann 
OUT OF THE MAIL BAG 
Dear Brethren: 
Lawrenceburg, Tenness ee 
January 8, 1959 
. We hope to continue sendin g $10.00 per mon th a s we have been 
domg. We think this is a good work . More people can be reached than 
am! other way. We would like to have more but we are planning 
domg some work on our chur ch building. · 
Our prayer is th at the work will continue. 
Highland Church of Christ 
P. 0. Box 1858 
Dear Sirs: 
• * * 
J. F . McCord: 
For the elders 
Buchanan, Virginia 
January 9, 1959 
We just wanted a part, though small it is, in the Herald of TruUi 
broadcast. 
Yours in Christ 
Mrs. Gordon K. Clifton 
P. S. - Though we do not hear the broadcast ourselves, we 
interested in people who can and have heard the gospel. 
* * * 
Brethren: 
P. 0. Box 1168 
Wilson, Arizona 
are 
I received the December 1958 bound booklet of Herald of Truth 
sermons as per request, for which I sincerely thank you. 
Am enclosing two $1 bills for which I would like to have you 
send. me the sermons for the ensuing year, 1959. They are wonderful 
readmg and material which can be used in emergency for local sermons. 
For the Truth, 
Clyde A, Wilson 
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